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Project Description 
 
Our curriculum writing team undertook the task of continuing the revision of the ICCSD Library 
Curriculum for Grades 7-12. During the summer of 2009 this team revised the standards, 
benchmarks, and objectives of the existing document. In the “Next Steps” section of the 2009 
document, the third next step is to “Create a system for standardizing and accepting lessons and 
assessments to link to the S-B-O on the ICCSD Library Curriculum website.” In this document we 
have created a series of lessons that although tied to specific collaborative efforts, could be used in a 
variety of settings in the secondary schools.  Each lesson includes reference to specific standards, 
benchmarks and objectives.  All activities, handouts, and evaluation materials are included as part 
of the lessons and will be posted to the ICCSD Library Program website at 
www.iccsd.k12.ia.us/library . 
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Lesson 
Using Non-fiction Text Structures to Improve 
Comprehension 
 
(Lesson developed by Sue Richards) 

 
Standard 
1) Uses a variety of reading 
comprehension strategies to 
understand literature and 
informational text 
 
2B) Evaluates and extracts 
information critically and 
competently 
 
 
 
3) Seeks multiple perspectives, 
shares information and ideas 
with others and uses information 
resources ethically 

Benchmark 
Applies critical thinking skills 
when reading, viewing, and 
listening 
 
 
Selects and records information 
relevant to the problem or 
question at hand 
 
 
 
Participates and collaborates as 
a member of a team of learners 

Objective 
Reads widely and fluently to 
make connections with self, 
the world, and previous 
reading 
 
Uses appropriate techniques 
such as highlighting or 
paraphrasing to extract and 
record information from 
resources 
 
Contributes to the exchange 
of ideas within and beyond 
the learning community 

 
Tools and Resources 

 Document camera and projector 
 Magazine articles from EBSCO on the topic of child labor at a variety of lexile levels 
 Post-it notes and highlighters 

 
Anticipatory Set 
In Literacy class you read the book Iqbal which was about a child laborer’s life in Pakistan. That 
book was fiction, but was based on a true story. Ask: Who can summarize what happened to Iqbal? 
Objective 
Today we are going to read a magazine article about child workers in Africa. As we read the article, 
we will review the non-fiction text features and structures that you learned about in Literacy class 
earlier this year. When we are done analyzing this article together, you and a partner will receive 
another magazine article to read and analyze. Finally, you will answer questions about the article to 
show how well you understand the issue of child labor. 
 
Input / Modeling / Checking for Understanding 
Project the first page of the article by Sean Price called “Lost Childhoods” from Junior Scholastic, 
January 22, 2007 using the document camera. Ask: What is the title of this article? What is the sub-
title? Based on this information, what do you think the article is going to be about? 
 
Use the technique of “reading around the text” to look at text features such as pictures, captions, 
and text boxes. Have students look at the picture and read the text box on page 1. Ask: What does 
the picture tell you about this boy? How does he feel about his job? 
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Project page 2. Read the box called “About Our Cover”. Remind students that one text structure is 
description. This describes one of the jobs children do in diamond mines. It also contains an 
example of another text structure, sequence which deals with time or the order of events. Ask: Who 
can find the example of sequence in this text? What is the cue word? (Kamwala and his brothers 
cannot return to school until their fees are paid. Until) 
 
Read the text boxes at the bottom of page 2. The quote from Linda Golodner is an example of 
another text structure, compare/contrast which explains how things are alike or different. Ask: 
What two things are being compared? What are the text cues? (children’s and adults’ wages; as 
much as) 
 
Show page 3. Read the quote by Guy Thijs. Ask: What text structure is this? (cause/effect) 
 
Look at the picture of children making mats. Ask: What does this picture tell you? 
 
Read the text box called “Teen Diary: a Report from Morocco”. This contains examples of all 5 text 
structures you learned earlier. Let’s review them. Ask: How would you describe the chores a 
domestic worker does? (household jobs like cooking, doing dishes, cleaning, making beds, washing 
windows, laundry) 
 
Zahra’s employers could have made her job easier. Instead, they made it harder. Find the example 
of compare/contrast. (They had a washing machine, but they made me wash by hand.) Ask: What is 
the text cue for this structure? (but) 
 
Ask: What text structure is being used when you see the cues 10 years ago, when she was 17? 
(sequence). What is another example of sequence in this box? (I woke up at 6:30 or 7 a.m. and got to 
bed at 11 p.m.) 
 
Another text structure is cause/effect which explains why something happens or the consequences 
of some event. Ask: What is an example of cause/effect in this box? (her job performance and the 
employer’s abuse) What is the text cue? (if) 
 
The final text structure you learned about is problem/solution. Ask: What was the solution to 
Zahra’s problem? (a human rights group helped her leave her job) 
 
Guided Practice / Independent Practice   
Read the article aloud or ask students to take turns reading the article. Use Post-its to note text 
structures and cues. (See attached coded article) Record notes by paraphrasing. 
 
Pair students with a partner. Give each team a follow-up article at an appropriate lexile level. 
Attached is the bibliographic information for 14 suggested articles from EBSCO. Give each student 
the sheet called “Using Non-fiction Text Structures to Improve Comprehension”. Direct students to 
do the following: 
 

1. Read the questions so they know what information to look for in the article. 
2. Read the article silently. 
3. Go back and read the article again, either silently or aloud. Code the text structures using 

(D) for description, (S) sequence, (C/E) cause/effect, (P/S) problem/solution, and (C/C) 
compare/contrast. 

4. Highlight text cues and information that will help answer the questions. 
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5. Record answers briefly in their own words. 
6. Discuss with partners. 

 
Assessment 
Observe students working with partners. When all groups are done, have the class discuss their 
articles and responses. Although the articles discuss child labor in a variety of countries, ask 
students to identify similarities and record them on the sheet called “Child Labor Article Note-
taking”. 
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Suggested Child Labor Articles from EBSCOhost Listed by Lexile 
 
Child laborers in India unionize to support families. By: Tortora, Jason. New York Amsterdam News, 

8/7/2003, p18, Reading Level (Lexile): 700. 

Stolen Childhoods. By: Harvey, Mary. Scholastic Scope, 2/9/2004, p15-17, Reading Level (Lexile): 
740. 

On a Crusade for Kids. By: Ganguly, Meenakshi. Time for Kids, 3/8/2002 p6, Reading Level (Lexile): 
820. 

Lost Childhoods. By: Smith, Steph. Scholastic News -- Senior Edition, 11/15/2002, p4-6, Reading 
Level (Lexile): 850. 

Too Young To Work. By: El Nabli, Dina. Time for Kids, 4/1/2005, 22, p4-5, Reading Level (Lexile): 
860. 

Hard at Work. By: Upadhyay, Ritu; Chauvin, Lucien. Time for Kids, 1/24/2003, p4-6, Reading Level 
(Lexile): 890. 

Fisher Boys. By: Farish, Terry. Faces, May/Jun2009, p27-29, Reading Level (Lexile): 920. 

Not at All Sporting. By: Kowalski, Kathiann M.. Faces, Apr2006, p14-16, Reading Level (Lexile): 920. 

Is it Fair to Eat Chocolate? By: Dunn, Deborah. Skipping Stones, Nov/Dec2008, p22-23, Reading 
Level (Lexile): 980. 

Working For Change: India Strengthens Child Labor Laws. Current Events, 12/1/2006, p1-3, 
Reading Level (Lexile): 1000. 

Iraqi Children Join Labor Force. By: Palmer, James. World & I, Jun/Jul2006, p32-32, Reading Level 
(Lexile): 1020. 

India's Child Labor. By: Stalcup, Ann. Faces, Sep2003, p8-12, Reading Level (Lexile): 1060. 

A Painful Problem. By: Stehling, Susan. Faces, Apr2006, p18-21, Reading Level (Lexile): 1070. 

Children Working Long and Hard. By: Maki, Reid. Faces, Apr2006, p34-37, Reading Level (Lexile): 
1120. 
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Child Labor Article Note-taking 

Big idea 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Descriptive Details and Sequence 

Cause of child labor  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Effects of child labor 
 

Problem 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Solution 
 

Compare to slavery 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Contrast with your life 
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Name:              Period:    
 
Name of article:             
 

Using Non-fiction Text Structures to Improve Comprehension 

DESCRIPTION  (facts that create a mental picture or support a big idea) 
 
Big idea:  The life of a child laborer is difficult and often dangerous. 
Details:  Describe the jobs done by child laborers, their lives, or working conditions. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

SEQUENCE  (deals with time) 
 

At what age do children start working?  When and for how long do they work? 
 
 
 
 

 

CAUSE / EFFECT  (why something happens or the consequences of a situation) 
 

What causes children to work? 
 
 
 
 
What are the negative effects of child labor? 
 
 
 
PROBLEM / SOLUTION  (identifies a problem and tells what can be done about it) 

 
Child labor is a worldwide problem.  What can be done to solve this problem? 
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COMPARE / CONTRAST  (how things are alike or different) 
 

In one of the articles Senator Tom Harkin from Iowa compared child labor to slavery. 
How are they similar? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Contrast your jobs, chores, wages or allowance to those of a child laborer. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Child laborers do not have much time to study, relax, or play.  What are some things that you 
get to do that they do not? 
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Lesson 

Reviewing Non-fiction Text Structures 
(Lesson developed by Sue Richards) 

 
Standard 
1) Uses a variety of reading 
comprehension strategies to 
understand literature and 
informational text 
 
2B) Evaluates and extracts 
information critically and 
competently 
 

Benchmark 
Applies critical thinking skills 
when reading, viewing, and 
listening 
 
 
Selects and records information 
relevant to the problem or 
question at hand 
 

Objective 
Reads widely and fluently to 
make connections with self, 
the world, and previous 
reading 
 
Uses appropriate techniques 
such as highlighting or 
paraphrasing to extract and 
record information from 
resources 

 
Tools and Resources 

 Document camera and projector 
 Magazine article on world hunger 
 Post-it notes 

 
Anticipatory Set 
In Literacy class you read magazine articles about child labor and practiced identifying non-fiction 
text structures and strategies for note-taking. In Global Studies you have been discussing current 
global issues. At the end of this unit, you will research a global issue using books, magazine articles, 
and the Internet. Finally, you will write an essay about your global issue explaining why it is a 
problem and what can be done about it  
 
Objective 
Today we are going to read a magazine article about one global issue, world hunger. As we read the 
article, we will review the non-fiction text features and structures that you learned about earlier 
this year. We will also review strategies for note-taking. 
 
Input / Modeling / Checking for Understanding 
Project the first page of the article by Sean Stewart Price called “World Hunger” from Junior 
Scholastic, December 8, 2008 using the document camera. Ask: What is the title of this article? What 
is the sub-title? Based on this information, what do you think will be the primary text structure in 
this article? (cause and effect) What is the text cue? (why) 
 
Use the technique of “reading around the text” to look at text features such as pictures, captions, 
and text boxes. Have students look at the picture and read the caption on page 1. Ask: What can you 
infer about his family life? 
 
Project page 2. Have students look at the pictures and read the captions. Ask: How would you 
describe the living conditions in Pakistan? How would you describe the face of the Afghan boy? 
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Show page 3. Look at the picture of the boy from Senegal and read the caption. Ask: Besides hunger, 
what other global issue does this boy face? 
 
Read the text box called “Teen Diary: a Report from Nairobi”. This contains examples several text 
structures. Let’s review them. Ask: How would you describe Kibera? (poor, dirty, smelly, unsanitary, 
etc.) 
 
Ask: What problem did Clyde face? (hunger, no food) What was the solution? (his school started to 
offer food) 
 
Ask: What text structure is being used when you see the cues since and when? (sequence). What 
does Clyde hope will happen after he finishes school? (become a pilot) 
 
Another text structure is cause/effect. Ask: The school food had a lot of protein. What effect did this 
have on Clyde? (less hungry and stronger, more hopeful about the future) 
 
Guided Practice / Independent Practice   
Read the article aloud or ask students to take turns reading the article. Code the text structures 
using (D) for description, (S) sequence, (C/E) cause/effect, (P/S) problem/solution, and (C/C) 
compare/contrast. (See attached coded article) Record notes by paraphrasing on Post-its. 
 
Assessment 
Ask students to summarize the article by doing 2-column note-taking on the sheet called “World 
Hunger Note-taking”. 
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World Hunger Note-taking 
 

Big idea of the article 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Descriptive Details and Sequence of events 

Causes of hunger  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Effects of hunger 
 

Problem 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Solutions 
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Lessons 
Accessing and Extracting Information 
Evaluating Sources of Information 
(Lesson developed by Sue Richards) 

 
Standard 
1) Uses a variety of reading 
comprehension strategies to 
understand literature and 
informational text 
 
2A) Accesses information 
efficiently and effectively 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2B) Evaluates and extracts 
information critically and 
competently 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2C) Uses information accurately, 
creatively and ethically 

Benchmark 
Applies critical thinking skills 
when reading, viewing, and 
listening 
 
 
Develops and uses successful 
strategies for locating 
information 
 
 
Uses technology effectively to 
locate information 
 
 
 
Determines usefulness of 
information 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Selects and records information 
relevant to the problem or 
question at hand 
 
 
 
Practices ethical behavior with 
regard to information and 
information technology 

Objective 
Reads widely and fluently to 
make connections with self, 
the world, and previous 
reading 
 
Generates appropriate 
keywords to use as access 
points in a search and refines 
searches as necessary 
 
Conducts effective searches 
using identified online 
resources such as databases 
 
 
Applies evaluative criteria to 
determine the 
appropriateness of the 
information with respect to 
relevancy, suitability, 
authority, objectivity, and 
currency 
 
Uses appropriate techniques 
such as highlighting or 
paraphrasing to extract and 
record information from 
resources 
 
Observes copyright 
guidelines by recording 
sources using a standard 
format 

 
 
Tools and Resources 

 Video data projector 
 EBSCOhost, an online periodical database 
 Chart with the 5 evaluative criteria for determining usefulness of information 
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Anticipatory Set 
In the classroom students will have brainstormed various global issues and have read an article on 
world hunger to review non-fiction text features and structures. They will also have created a 
graphic organizer to brainstorm topics related to water issues and possible keywords to search. 
They will have received the sheet called Locating and Analyzing a Global Issue Article. They will 
have identified the topic of their global issues research and created a search strategy. 
 
In class you read an article called “World Hunger” as well as child labor articles. I found these 
articles using a tool called EBSCOhost, an online periodical database. You may recall that earlier this 
year in science class you were asked to find an article related to studying people scientifically and 
clinical trials. As a part of that unit, you were introduced to EBSCOhost. Today we will build on your 
knowledge of this useful tool.  
 
Objective 
The objective of this lesson is to review how to use EBSCOhost to locate information. We will also 
review 5 evaluative criteria to consider when selecting a good article. After I model the use of 
EBSCOhost, you will use this online database to locate an article related to your global issues topic. 
After reading and coding the article you will summarize it. 
 
Input / Modeling / Checking for Understanding 
Launch Internet Explorer. This takes you to the NW homepage. On the left side of the screen, click 
on the Library link. Click on the Iowa AEA Online link. Now select EBSCO. 
 
EBSCOhost is a suite of electronic databases. Select Student Research Center. Where it says, “Include 
when searching,” uncheck all. Ask: Of the possible sources listed, which do you think would be most 
useful? Why? (magazine or newspapers – most current) Check only those sources. 
 
Limit your results to Full Text. Remind students about lexiles and select levels 200-1100. 
 
Go back up to the box to enter a keyword or words. Ask: In addition to hunger, what is another 
problem that poor countries face? (unclean water) 
 
Enter “water”. Explain that a search this broad may include articles about being safe in water when 
swimming or boating, why drinking plenty of water is good for your health, etc. These are not 
global issues. 
 
Tell students to take out the water web they did n class. Ask: How could we refine the search to get 
better results? (water pollution, contamination, supply, scarcity, quality, etc.) Search “water 
pollution”. 
 
Point out the number of “hits”. Explain that not all of the articles will be useful for this assignment. 
It is important to interpret each citation. 
 
Look at this article: 

Muddy Waters. By: Martin-Osuagwu, Deanna. Scholastic News -- Edition 5/6, 5/10/2010, Vol. 78 
Issue 23/24, p12-13, 2p; Reading Level (Lexile): 1090. 

 
Remind students how to identify the author, title of article, name of publication, date, length, and 
lexile. Ask: How many of you think this article might be useful? Why? (sounds like it could be about 
pollution, reliable publication, recent, good length). What about the lexile? (might be too hard for 

http://web.ebscohost.com/src/viewarticle?data=dGJyMPPp44rp2%2fdV0%2bnjisfk5Ie46bJRsamvSrak63nn5KyL8Nm%2bT62urUqup644srCxT7intjjOw6SM8Nfsi9%2fZ8oHt5Od8u6%2buTLentk21pqSE3%2bTlVePkpHzgs%2buB5pzyeeWzv2ak1%2bxVs6a1S7CqsE2k3O2K69fyVeTr6oTy2%2faM&hid=113
http://web.ebscohost.com/src/%09%09%09%09javascript:openWideTip('http:/support.ebsco.com/help/?int=src&lang=en&feature_id=lexile&TOC_ID=Always&amp;SI=0&amp;BU=0&amp;GU=1&amp;PS=0&dbs=mih,ulh,voh,nfh,hxh,tth');%09%09%09
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some students) As students come up with these criteria, use the chart to reinforce the meaning of 
relevancy, authority, objectivity, currency, and suitability. 
 
Click on the title. Look at the subject terms. 

WATER -- Pollution 
WATER shortages 
WORLD health 
WATER quality 
WATER-supply 
UNITED Nations 
CELEBRITIES 

Ask: Which of these terms fit the topic? Explain that when they are searching, if they do not get 
good results, consider trying searching again using different terms. 
 
Next read the abstract. Ask: Does it sound relevant? Can you understand it? 
 
I think I might want this article, but I have just started looking. Instead of printing it, I can put it in a 
folder. Show how to do this and explain the limitation of the folder emptying. 
 
Go back to the Result List. Look at this article: 

Should We DRILL? (cover story) Scholastic News -- Edition 5/6, 4/26/2010, Vol. 78 Issue 22, p4-5, 
2p; Reading Level (Lexile): 1050. 

Ask: What is the title of the article? What do you think it will be about? 
 
 
Look at the subject terms. 

OFFSHORE oil well drilling 
INTRACOASTAL waterways 
OFFSHORE oil industry 
WATER -- Pollution 
AIR -- Pollution 

Ask: What makes you think this may not be as relevant as the last article? 
 
Read the abstract. Point out that while it is not as relevant, it does explain how offshore drilling 
contributes to pollution so one solution might be to limit drilling. Add it to the folder. 
 
Go back to the Result List. Look at this article: 

Turtle Travels. By: Miller, Gary. National Geographic Explorer, Apr2010, Vol. 9 Issue 6, p2-9, 8p, 7 
Color Photographs; Reading Level (Lexile): 700. 

Ask: I see some possible problems with this article. What do think they are? (not relevant, too long, 
too many pictures, low lexile so it might not contain the information I need) 
 
 
Go back and point out that results are sorted by date. Change this to sort by relevance. Look at this 
article: 

Get the lead out. By: Raymond, Joan. Health (Time Inc. Health), Dec2005, Vol. 19 Issue 10, p90-94, 
3p, 2 Color Photographs. 

Ask: What is missing from this citation? (no lexile) Tell students that in this case, it is necessary to 
read the abstract and even the article to determine if it is suitable. If so, add it to the folder. 

javascript:__doLinkPostBack('','ss%7E%7EDE%20%22WATER%20%2D%2D%20Pollution%22%7C%7Csl%7E%7Erl','');
javascript:__doLinkPostBack('','ss%7E%7EDE%20%22WATER%20shortages%22%7C%7Csl%7E%7Erl','');
javascript:__doLinkPostBack('','ss%7E%7EDE%20%22WORLD%20health%22%7C%7Csl%7E%7Erl','');
javascript:__doLinkPostBack('','ss%7E%7EDE%20%22WATER%20quality%22%7C%7Csl%7E%7Erl','');
javascript:__doLinkPostBack('','ss%7E%7EDE%20%22WATER%2Dsupply%22%7C%7Csl%7E%7Erl','');
javascript:__doLinkPostBack('','ss%7E%7EDE%20%22UNITED%20Nations%22%7C%7Csl%7E%7Erl','');
javascript:__doLinkPostBack('','ss%7E%7EDE%20%22CELEBRITIES%22%7C%7Csl%7E%7Erl','');
http://web.ebscohost.com/src/viewarticle?data=dGJyMPPp44rp2%2fdV0%2bnjisfk5Ie46bJRsamvSrak63nn5KyL8Nm%2bT62urUqup644srCxT7intjjOw6SM8Nfsi9%2fZ8oHt5Od8u6%2buTLentk21pqSE3%2bTlVePkpHzgs%2buB5pzyeeWzv2ak1%2bxVs6a1S7Cqr0ik3O2K69fyVeTr6oTy2%2faM&hid=113
http://web.ebscohost.com/src/%09%09%09%09javascript:openWideTip('http:/support.ebsco.com/help/?int=src&lang=en&feature_id=lexile&TOC_ID=Always&amp;SI=0&amp;BU=0&amp;GU=1&amp;PS=0&dbs=mih,ulh,voh,nfh,hxh,tth');%09%09%09
javascript:__doLinkPostBack('','ss%7E%7EDE%20%22OFFSHORE%20oil%20well%20drilling%22%7C%7Csl%7E%7Erl','');
javascript:__doLinkPostBack('','ss%7E%7EDE%20%22INTRACOASTAL%20waterways%22%7C%7Csl%7E%7Erl','');
javascript:__doLinkPostBack('','ss%7E%7EDE%20%22OFFSHORE%20oil%20industry%22%7C%7Csl%7E%7Erl','');
javascript:__doLinkPostBack('','ss%7E%7EDE%20%22WATER%20%2D%2D%20Pollution%22%7C%7Csl%7E%7Erl','');
javascript:__doLinkPostBack('','ss%7E%7EDE%20%22AIR%20%2D%2D%20Pollution%22%7C%7Csl%7E%7Erl','');
http://web.ebscohost.com/src/viewarticle?data=dGJyMPPp44rp2%2fdV0%2bnjisfk5Ie46bJRsamvSrak63nn5KyL8Nm%2bT62urUqup644srCxT7intjjOw6SM8Nfsi9%2fZ8oHt5Od8u6%2buTLentk21pqSE3%2bTlVePkpHzgs%2buB5pzyeeWzv2ak1%2bxVs6awTLOmrk6k3O2K69fyVeTr6oTy2%2faM&hid=113
http://web.ebscohost.com/src/%09%09%09%09javascript:openWideTip('http:/support.ebsco.com/help/?int=src&lang=en&feature_id=lexile&TOC_ID=Always&amp;SI=0&amp;BU=0&amp;GU=1&amp;PS=0&dbs=mih,ulh,voh,nfh,hxh,tth');%09%09%09
http://web.ebscohost.com/src/viewarticle?data=dGJyMPPp44rp2%2fdV0%2bnjisfk5Ie46bJRsamvSrak63nn5KyL8Nm%2bT62urUqup644srCxT7intjjOw6SM8Nfsi9%2fZ8oHt5Od8u6%2buTLentk21pqSE3%2bTlVePkpHzgs%2baQ5pzyeeWzv2ak1%2bxVr663Ubamrk2k3O2K69fyVeTr6oTy2%2faM&hid=113
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Look at this article: 

A Portrait of Pollution. By: Lock, Carrie. Science News, 5/22/2004, Vol. 165 Issue 21, p325-326, 2p; 
Reading Level (Lexile): 1060. 

 
Look at the subject terms and abstract. 

WATER -- Pollution -- Research 
WATER quality -- Measurement 
GROUNDWATER -- Pollution 
PESTICIDES -- Environmental aspects 
INSECTICIDES -- Environmental aspects 
DDT (Insecticide) -- Environmental aspects 
MERCURY -- Environmental aspects 
DRINKING water -- Contamination 
FISHES -- Effect of water pollution on 

Ask: How many of you think I should add this to the folder? Why or why not? 
(is relevant, authoritative publication, good length, but some students may feel it is too old or the 
lexile is too high) 
 
Look at this article: 

Very troubled waters. By: Loeb, Penny. U.S. News & World Report, 09/28/98, Vol. 125 Issue 12, p39, 
3p, 3 Color Photographs, 1 Diagram, 1 Chart, 2 Maps. 

Ask: What is the problem with this article? (too old) Why does the date matter? 
 
Once you have found a few good articles, go into the folder and print the best one. Show students 
the correct steps for printing. Remind them they could also email articles home or save them into 
their network accounts. 
 
Guided Practice / Independent Practice   
Following the demonstration, students will have an opportunity to practice using EBSCOhost to look 
for an article related to their global issues. 
Remind students how to access EBSCO from home. Refer them to page 25 of their planners. 
 
Assessment: 
Students will be given an assessment called Evaluating Sources of Information to complete 
before conducting their own searches. 
 
During independent Practice, while students are looking for articles, the teacher and librarian will 
observe and assess students’ ability to navigate in EBSCOhost, construct effective searches, and 
apply the evaluative criteria to find an appropriate article.  Students will also complete the 
Locating and Analyzing a Global Issue Article worksheet by filling in the bibliographic 
information, reading, highlighting, coding, and summarizing the article. 
  

http://web.ebscohost.com/src/viewarticle?data=dGJyMPPp44rp2%2fdV0%2bnjisfk5Ie46bJRsamvSrak63nn5KyL8Nm%2bT62vrUqup644r7CuSrintzjOw6SM8Nfsi9%2fZ8oHt5Od8u6e3TbKtsU60rLI%2b6tfsf7vb7D7i2LuF596kjN%2fdu1nMnN%2bGu6exSbapr022nOSH8OPfjLvc84Tq6uOQ8gAA&hid=104
http://web.ebscohost.com/src/%09%09%09%09javascript:openWideTip('http:/support.ebsco.com/help/?int=src&lang=en&feature_id=lexile&TOC_ID=Always&amp;SI=0&amp;BU=0&amp;GU=1&amp;PS=0&dbs=mih,ulh,voh,nfh,hxh,tth');%09%09%09
javascript:__doLinkPostBack('','ss%7E%7EDE%20%22WATER%20%2D%2D%20Pollution%20%2D%2D%20Research%22%7C%7Csl%7E%7Erl','');
javascript:__doLinkPostBack('','ss%7E%7EDE%20%22WATER%20quality%20%2D%2D%20Measurement%22%7C%7Csl%7E%7Erl','');
javascript:__doLinkPostBack('','ss%7E%7EDE%20%22GROUNDWATER%20%2D%2D%20Pollution%22%7C%7Csl%7E%7Erl','');
javascript:__doLinkPostBack('','ss%7E%7EDE%20%22PESTICIDES%20%2D%2D%20Environmental%20aspects%22%7C%7Csl%7E%7Erl','');
javascript:__doLinkPostBack('','ss%7E%7EDE%20%22INSECTICIDES%20%2D%2D%20Environmental%20aspects%22%7C%7Csl%7E%7Erl','');
javascript:__doLinkPostBack('','ss%7E%7EDE%20%22DDT%20%28Insecticide%29%20%2D%2D%20Environmental%20aspects%22%7C%7Csl%7E%7Erl','');
javascript:__doLinkPostBack('','ss%7E%7EDE%20%22MERCURY%20%2D%2D%20Environmental%20aspects%22%7C%7Csl%7E%7Erl','');
javascript:__doLinkPostBack('','ss%7E%7EDE%20%22DRINKING%20water%20%2D%2D%20Contamination%22%7C%7Csl%7E%7Erl','');
javascript:__doLinkPostBack('','ss%7E%7EDE%20%22FISHES%20%2D%2D%20Effect%20of%20water%20pollution%20on%22%7C%7Csl%7E%7Erl','');
http://web.ebscohost.com/src/viewarticle?data=dGJyMPPp44rp2%2fdV0%2bnjisfk5Ie46bJRsamvSrak63nn5KyL8Nm%2bT62urUqup644srCxT7intjjOw6SM8Nfsi9%2fZ8oHt5Od8u6%2buTLentk21pqSE3%2bTlVePkpHzgs%2fSH5pzyeeWzv2ak1%2bxVr6a2SLSosz7k5fCF3%2bq7fvPi6ozj7vIA&hid=113
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Evaluating Sources of Information 

 
Name   Period        Points   
An important skill is to be able to select the BEST information—that which is most appropriate for 
your particular need. As you examine sources, ask yourself the following questions to help evaluate 
and select the best information. 
 
 Relevancy  How relevant is the information to the topic?  

 Is this source appropriate (on target) for my research topic?  Is it something I can really 
use? 

 
 Suitability  How suitable is this source for me? 

 Is this something I can read and understand or is it too sophisticated or advanced? 
 
 Authority  How reliable is the information?   

 Is this an appropriate source for valid information on my topic?  Are the authors experts? 
 
 Objectivity  How balanced is the information? 

 What is the author’s purpose in presenting this information?  Is it factual or is it opinion? 
 
 Currency  How current is the information?  Is that important? 

 When was the item published?  Does the date matter in terms of my topic?   
 
 
Practice applying these evaluative criteria.  Here is the research question you are investigating: 

What is the connection between LEAD in WATER and POLLUTION? 

The keywords in capital letters were used to do a search using EBSCO. Examine each of the citations 
on the separate page. After you circle a letter, explain your answer on the lines below each question. 
Do NOT use a letter more than once! 
 
1. Which source is least relevant to the research topic?     A   B   C   D   E   F   G   H circle one 
              

  

2. Which source has the least authority for the topic?        A   B   C   D   E   F   G   H     circle one 
  

  

3. Which source is the least suitable for you?                      A   B   C   D   E   F   G   H circle one 
   

  

4. Which source is the least current?                   A   B   C   D   E   F   G   H circle one 
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Now, from the remaining 4 sources, select the one you think would be the best, the most 
appropriate for gathering information on the research topic. 
 

I think the best source would be: ________  (indicate the letter) 
 
Now, analyze this source by completing the chart below. Put a checkmark in one of the 3 boxes 
labeled Yes, No, or Don’t Know next to each of the 5 evaluative criteria listed. Then provide a 
reason for your checkmark in the box labeled Explanation. 
 

 Yes No Don’t 
Know 

Explanation 

Relevancy     

Suitability     

Authority     

Objectivity     

Currency     

 
 

Another source that I think might be useful is: ________  (indicate the letter) 
 
Complete the chart just as you did with the one above. 
 

 Yes No Don’t 
Know 

Explanation 

Relevancy     

Suitability     

Authority     

Objectivity     

Currency     
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Evaluating Sources of Information 

Below are 8 citations or “hits” that came from an EBSCO search using the keywords WATER and 
POLLUTION and LEAD. Evaluate each source to answer the questions on your activity sheet. 

 

A) Are the Wells Poisoned? By: Hallowell, Christopher. Time, 08/02/99, Vol. 154 Issue 5, p80, 1p, 1c; 
Reading Level (Lexile): 1060. 
 

B) WHAT IS POLLUTION? Good Housekeeping, Jan2005, Vol. 124, Issue 12, p18, 2p; Reading Level 
(Lexile): 890. 

 

C) TROUBLED WATERS. By: Carmichael, Mary; Schafer, Sarah; Mazumdar, Sudip. Newsweek, 6/4/2007, 
Vol. 149 Issue 23, p52-56, 3p, 3 maps, 3c; Reading Level (Lexile): 1100. 

 

D) INVASION OF THE ZEBRA MUSSELS. By: Schulte, Bret. U.S. News & World Report, 3/5/2008, Vol. 142 
Issue 8, p46-46, 1p, 2c; Reading Level (Lexile): 1200. 

 

E) Lead in the Water. By Harder, Ben. Science News, 12/2/03, Vol. 170 Issue 23, p357-357, 1/4p; 
Reading Level (Lexile): 1050. 

 

F) Double-acting bacteria immobilize toxic nanoparticles. By: Webb, Sarah. Science News, 6/30/07, Vol. 
171 Issue 26, p413-414, 2p; Reading Level (Lexile): 1260. 

 

G) A World Thirsty for Clean Water. By: Calderon, Brigitte. Scholastic Update, Mar2008, Vol. 23 Issue 7, 
p40-41, 2p, 2c; Reading Level (Lexile): 920. 

 

H) Look into Energy-efficient Washers and Dryers. Mother Earth News, Dec/Jan2007 Issue 219, p84-87, 
4p; Reading Level (Lexile) 1060. 

 
 
 

http://web.ebscohost.com/ehost/viewarticle?data=dGJyMPPp44rp2%2fdV0%2bnjisfk5Ie46bJRsamvSrak63nn5KyF59rihOO2t0e1pbBIrq2eS7ins1Kvqp5oy5zyit%2fk8Xnh6ueH7N%2fiVbOnrk6zqLBRsZzqeezdu33snOJ6u%2bPngKTq33%2b7t8w%2b3%2bS7Sq6ss0m0qaR%2b7ejrefKz5I3q4tJ99uoA&hid=104
http://web.ebscohost.com/ehost/%09%09%09%09javascript:openWideTip('http:/support.ebsco.com/help/?int=ehost&lang=en&feature_id=lexile&TOC_ID=Always&amp;SI=0&amp;BU=0&amp;GU=1&amp;PS=0&dbs=mih');%09%09%09
http://web.ebscohost.com/ehost/viewarticle?data=dGJyMPPp44rp2%2fdV0%2bnjisfk5Ie46bJRsamvSrak63nn5KyF59rihOO2t0e1pbBIrq2eS7ins1Kvqp5oy5zyit%2fk8Xnh6ueH7N%2fiVbOnrk6zqLBRsZzqeezdu33snOJ6u%2bPngKTq33%2b7t8w%2b3%2bS7S7SrsEuxp6R%2b7ejrefKz5I3q4tJ99uoA&hid=104
http://web.ebscohost.com/ehost/%09%09%09%09javascript:openWideTip('http:/support.ebsco.com/help/?int=ehost&lang=en&feature_id=lexile&TOC_ID=Always&amp;SI=0&amp;BU=0&amp;GU=1&amp;PS=0&dbs=mih');%09%09%09
http://web.ebscohost.com/ehost/viewarticle?data=dGJyMPPp44rp2%2fdV0%2bnjisfk5Ie46bJRsamvSrak63nn5KyF59rihOO2t0e1pbBIrq2eS7ins1Kvqp5oy5zyit%2fk8Xnh6ueH7N%2fiVbOnrk6zqLBRsZzqeezdu33snOJ6u%2bPngKTq33%2b7t8w%2b3%2bS7SrOor0u1rbU%2b5OXwhd%2fqu37z4ups4%2b7y&hid=104
http://web.ebscohost.com/ehost/viewarticle?data=dGJyMPPp44rp2%2fdV0%2bnjisfk5Ie46bJRsamvSrak63nn5KyF59rihOO2t0e1pbBIrq2eS7ins1Kvqp5oy5zyit%2fk8Xnh6ueH7N%2fiVbOnrk6zqLBRsZzqeezdu33snOJ6u%2bPngKTq33%2b7t8w%2b3%2bS7SrKntU6wqLM%2b5OXwhd%2fqu37z4ups4%2b7y&hid=104
http://web.ebscohost.com/ehost/viewarticle?data=dGJyMPPp44rp2%2fdV0%2bnjisfk5Ie46bJRsamvSrak63nn5KyF59rihOO2t0e1pbBIrq2eS7ins1Kvqp5oy5zyit%2fk8Xnh6ueH7N%2fiVbOnrk6zqLBRsZzqeezdu33snOJ6u%2bPngKTq33%2b7t8w%2b3%2bS7SrOsrk%2b2qbM%2b5OXwhd%2fqu37z4ups4%2b7y&hid=104
http://web.ebscohost.com/ehost/viewarticle?data=dGJyMPPp44rp2%2fdV0%2bnjisfk5Ie46bJRsamvSrak63nn5KyF59rihOO2t0e1pbBIrq2eS7ins1Kvqp5oy5zyit%2fk8Xnh6ueH7N%2fiVbOnrk6zqLBRsZzqeezdu33snOJ6u%2bPngKTq33%2b7t8w%2b3%2bS7SrKotkmwqrI%2b5OXwhd%2fqu37z4ups4%2b7y&hid=104
http://web.ebscohost.com/ehost/viewarticle?data=dGJyMPPp44rp2%2fdV0%2bnjisfk5Ie46bJRsamvSrak63nn5KyF59rihOO2t0e1pbBIrq2eS7ins1Kvqp5oy5zyit%2fk8Xnh6ueH7N%2fiVbOnrk6zqLBRsZzqeezdu33snOJ6u%2bPngKTq33%2b7t8w%2b3%2bS7SrGor1Gvrq4%2b5OXwhd%2fqu37z4ups4%2b7y&hid=104
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WATER

Global Issues:  Water 
 
Use the word web below to brainstorm keywords related to this issue.  
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Locating and Analyzing a Global Issue Article 

 
Name _________________________  Teacher/Period_____________________ 
 

Task: Find an article about your global issue using our online periodical database, Student 
Research Center by EBSCOhost. 
 
Topic:  ________________________________________________________ 
 
What will be the first two searches you will try on EBSCOhost: 
 
Keywords:  ___________________________ and _______________________________ 

Keywords:  ___________________________ and _______________________________ 
 

 

Once you have selected an article, print a copy, and read it. 

On your article highlight facts or statistics that describe the issue, causes of the problem and 
the effects, any comparisons or contrasts you find, and possible solutions.  Code them as 
follows: 
 
D = Description    C/E = Cause of the problem and the effects 

C/C = Comparisons or contrasts  S  = Possible solutions 

After you have read and coded your article, complete the back of this sheet.  

Price, Sean. “World Hunger.” Junior Scholastic. 8 Dec. 2008: 6-8. Database. 8 July 2010. Student 
Research Center. EBSCOhost. Retrieved at Northwest Junior High School. 

 
 

__________________________ , __________________.  “__________________ 
      Author’s Last Name          First Name    “Title of Article 

 
___________________________________ .”  ________________________ 

Continue title if more room is needed .”     Title of Magazine underlined 

 
 ____________________  _____________________ :  ________________ . 

 Continue  if more room is needed    Date of magazine as shown above            Page number or numbers 

 
______________________. Student Research Center. EBSCOhost. Retrieved at  
Date of your search as shown above 
 

Northwest Junior High School.  
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Facts or Statistics that Describe the Issue 
 

 

 

 

Causes of the Problem 
 

 

 

 

Consequences or Effects of the Problem 
 

 

 

 

Comparisons or Contrasts 
 

 

 

 

Possible Solutions 
 

 

 

 

 

 
After reading this article I still have the following question(s): 
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Lesson 
Navigating Websites without Getting Lost 
(Lesson developed by Susie Corbin-Muir) 

 
Standard 
2A) The learner accesses 
information efficiently and 
effectively 

Benchmark 
The learner uses a variety of 
print and electronic tools to 
find information 

Objective 
The learner uses resource-
specific navigational features 
to access information  

 
Tools and Resources 

 LCD projector and computer (possibly a Smart Board, if available) 
 Computers :  at least 2 per group 
 List of possible websites:     

o Teen Health and Wellness <http://www.teenhealthandwellness.com> 

o Mayo Clinic   <http://www.mayoclinic.com> 

o Centers for Disease Control and Prevention   <http://www.cdc.gov> 

o MedlinePlus   <http://www.nlm.nih.gov/medlineplus> 

o The World Health Organization  <http://www.who.int./en> 
 

 Website Navigation handout (1 or 2 per group) 
 Poster paper for listing strategies for navigating websites 

 
Anticipatory Set 
 
Have you ever gotten lost?  What did you do to get back on track? (Allow time to share) 
 
Have any of you ever gotten lost in cyberspace?  Have you ever done a search and gone to a website 
and eventually lost track of where you really are?  Or gone to a website that should have the 
information you need but you can’t seem to find it?  What did you do? (Allow time to share) 
 
Just as there are tools, signs and people in our real world that help us find our way, there are 
devices that website developers use to help the users find their way to the information they need.   
Some websites are easier to use than others but hopefully we’ll come up with some things that 
websites have that can make our jobs easier. 
 
Objective 
 
Today, your group will be assigned a specific website or online database for which you will become 
the expert navigators.  You will then act as that websites’ GPS to help us all from getting lost in 
cyberspace.   
 
 
 
 

http://www.teenhealthandwellness.com/
http://www.mayoclinic.com/
http://www.cdc.gov/
http://www.nlm.nih.gov/medlineplus/
http://www.who.int/en/
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Input / Modeling / Checking for Understanding 
 
Key vocabulary for this lesson:    
 
Homepage, online database, navigation tools, article, reliable, icons  
 

 
What are some features you use in books that help you get around and find the information you 
need?  (List on overhead, whiteboard, or on the screen using a lcd projector). 
 
What features do websites often use to help you navigate?   When you first get to a website, what do 
you do to help yourself get around?  
 
Let’s navigate the KidsHealth website <http://www.kidshealth.org> together.  We are going to 
identify useful tools that you need to look for as you get to a website’s homepage.    Then we will ask 
your group to do the same for some other websites that we will be using for research this year. 
 
How can you tell if you are at the homepage?  Why might you want to start there?  KidsHealth is an 
interesting website because it provides information at three levels:  Parents, Kids and Teens.   
 
Let’s go into the Teens Site.  Look around this homepage.  In the next two minutes, you and your 
partner should try to find the answers to the following questions: 
 

 Can you tell who is hosting this website?  How?  Do you think that they can be 
trusted?  What is their purpose for providing this information? 

 How can you look for specific information on this website?  Is there more than one 
way?  If so, which do you prefer?  (Share responses).   

 
Some websites provide a page of information about the sponsor of the website.   It may be a link at 
the top of the page or a brief statement at the bottom of the page.  Often you can tell a little about 
the sponsor by the website address:  .gov, .org, .com, etc. 
 
Some ways you found included a search window and list of articles by subtopics.   You will notice 
tabs at the top right of the page you are on.  You will see that you can also look at the information 
for parents or for kids.  Sometimes you will get more information in these portions of the site. 
 
Let’s look at the article on the common cold in the parent section.  Once you find this article (a piece 
of writing about a topic), take a look around.  Are there any new features?   Can you tell if you are 
seeing the entire article on the first screen?  If not, how did you know?   How can you get to the 
other screens?  Is there a “table of contents” or listing of what  this article will cover?  Are there 
arrows at the bottom of the screen to get you to the next section?   
Does the website allow you to save, print or email the article?  If so, where did you find this 
information?    Did they use any special icons (or pictures) to let the reader know these features 
were available?  Is it possible to print the entire article?  If so, can you tell how long the entire 
article is (how many pages will print out)? 
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Are there any other features that would help a reader with navigation or comprehension? Examples 
would include options to have the text read aloud, hypertext to definitions of words in the article, or 
a glossary? 
 
Does KidsHealth provide links to other websites that may have additional information on your 
topic?  Where did you find this? 
 
Let’s fill in this Website Navigation sheet and see what we’ve learned.  (Using the lcd projector ask 
students to provide answers to the prompts on this worksheet). 
 
Guided Practice / Independent Practice   
 
Your group has been assigned the website at the top of the Website Navigation sheet you have been 
given.  You will need to work together to become experts.  You will share your knowledge with the 
rest of the groups at the end of class today or at the beginning of class tomorrow.  Take notes on the 
Website Navigation sheet. Tomorrow, after we hear from all groups, we will develop strategies for 
becoming better users of online information sources.    
 
Note:  As students share, use the poster paper to create a list of navigational strategies and devices.  
These can be posted for students to refer to as they do individual research at a later date.   
 
 
Assessment 
 

1. Collect the Website Navigation grids from the groups to check that they understood what 
they were looking for. 

 
2. Evaluate the group’s ability to share what they learned from their website exploration 

activity with the other students.   
 

3. Students will apply what they learned this lesson the following week during a research 
project.  There will be exit cards for them to fill out at the end of the research day.  A sample 
is included in the documentation.   
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Website Navigation: 
How to get around a website 
without getting lost! 
 
 

Your group has been assigned the website listed below.  You will find a link to your website 
at our NC Library Webpage.  Your job is to discover the tools that the website designer has 
given you that help you find and understand the information you need to answer health 
related questions.   
 
Group Members 
 

 

 
Website:    
 

 

 
Homepage navigation 
tools: 
 
 

 

 
Article navigation tools: 
 
 

 

 
Options for printing, 
saving or emailing articles: 
 
 

 

 
Links to other websites: 
 
 
 

 

 
Features that help readers 
with comprehension: 
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Special icons or symbols 
used in this website 
 
 

 

 
How do you know this 
website is reliable?   
 
What do they tell you 
about the group who is 
hosting this website? 
 

 

 
Rate this website for ease 
of use from 1-10    
 
Explain your answer: 
 
 

Very Easy                                                                                    Very Difficult 
 
1  2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

 
Favorite Feature(s) 
 
 
 

 

 
Problems we had in 
navigating this website 
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Online Research Exit Card 
 
Name______________________________________________         class period____________ 
 
Today, I chose to use this website:    __________________________________________________ 
 
Navigation tools I used include 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Will you use this website again tomorrow?  Yes    No     Why or why not? ________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Science 7 Disease Research Project – 2010-2011 
 
(Unit developed by Elizabeth Schau) 

 
 
 
 
Timeline / Resources Needed: 
 
Day 1 – Topic/Reading Level Booktalks (in Classroom) 
 
Day 2 – Class SQR of Common Cold article / creation of Two-Column Note Sheet (featured lesson)* 
 
Day 3 – Students begin with Individual Topic, Note Sheet and Specialized Encyclopedia (featured 

lesson)* 
 
Day 4 – Book research 
 
Day 5 – Research Day 
 
Day 6 – Teen Health and Wellness 
 
 
*The featured lessons follow this description of the unit.  Other lessons are available from Elizabeth 
Schau, Teacher-Librarian at Southeast Junior High.   
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Lesson 
Research Reading Strategies and Note-taking  
(Day 2 of Unit) 
 (Lesson developed by Elizabeth Schau) 

 
Standard 
1) Uses a variety of reading 
comprehension strategies to 
understand informational text. 
 
2b) The learner evaluates and 
extracts information critically 
and competently. 
 

Benchmark 
Is a competent and self-
motivated reader. 
 
 
Selects and records 
information relevant to the 
problem or question at hand. 

Objective 
Reads to solve information 
needs. 
 
 
Identifies information relevant 
and essential to the 
information need. 

 
Tools and Resources 

 “Common Cold” article from Diseases [specialized encyclopedia]. Bunch & Tesar, eds. New 
York: Scholastic Library Pub., 2006. (Class set) 

 Copy of article for Document Camera OR Scanned copy imported into SMART Board 
 Student Note Sheets 

 
Anticipatory Set 
So you’ve learned a little bit about a lot of diseases.  You also know which topics we have right 
around your reading level.  How many of you have had the common cold?  It is an infectious disease 
that most, if not all, of us have learned to deal with. 
 
Objective 
Today we’re going to look at an article about the Common Cold to see what information is out there 
about a disease.  What are the big ideas – and what are the supporting details?  We are going to use 
a reading strategy called SQ3R to create a note-taking sheet and take some notes.  We are going 
to sort out the big ideas; and you can apply those big ideas to your topic starting tomorrow.   
 
Input / Modeling / Checking for Understanding 
Hand out the photocopy of the Common Cold article; don’t mark it; it’s a class set! 
Hand out blank Student Note Sheet (without the bibliography at the top) 
 
Introduce/Review SQ3R (or SQR): Write an S Q and R at the bottom of your Note Sheet [model on 
Document Camera or SMARTboard].  They may have had this strategy in Lit 7. 

1. Ask: What does the “S” stand for? Answer: Survey [write this in]. 
2. Ask: What does “survey” mean? Answer: You survey, or skim the text, looking over 

headings, bold words, and pictures.  You are trying to get a sense of what you are about to 
read, how long it is, what it’s going to cover.  How could you divide it up? 

Let’s look at the article on the Common Cold from our Diseases Encyclopedia Set. [Model using 
Document Camera or SMARTboard.] 

1. Ask: At the beginning of the article, 2 things that catch my eye.  Any ideas? 
2. Answer: 2 columns of info: Type and See also / Text and the first bold heading. 
3. Turn the page: more bold headings, a text box, a web site suggestion, a photo and a caption 
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4. Ask: What is the purpose of this encyclopedia article?  What is its goal?   
5. Ask: Do you think the bold headings are big ideas or supporting details? These headings 

cover Big Ideas that can be applied to any disease, right? 
 
Take out your Blank Note Sheet.  Let’s focus on the Big Ideas of this article [write with me]. 

1. Ask: look back at the Bold Headings.  What are they again? 
 Cause [write each in the Big Idea section] 
 Transmission 
 Incidence 
 Noticeable symptoms 
 Relief of symptoms 
 Prevention 

 
Now we have surveyed the article: let’s move on to the next step in the strategy. 

1. Ask: What does the “Q” stand for?  Answer: Question [write this in]. 
2. Turn the big ideas into questions and/or add any additional questions that come to mind. 

 
Fill in the rest of the Big Ideas on the Note Sheet 

1. Ask: What does Transmission mean?  What are they talking about?  Answer: How does the 
disease spread from one person to another?  [Write that in.] 

2. Ask:  What does Incidence mean?  Answer: This is referring to numbers, isn’t it?  So maybe 
we write statistics.  Or we could write: Who most commonly gets this disease?  How many 
people get this disease? 

3. Ask: What does Relief of Symptoms mean?  What is another word we could use?  Answer: 
Treatment.  What about cure?  Is there a difference between the two?  Maybe I should write 
both questions in this category. 

4. Ask: What does Prevention mean?  Answer: How do we avoid getting the disease? 
5. Ask: Does this mean that this is the only information I have to find about your topic?  NO!  

While the big ideas are there…the supporting details will tell you more.  If you come across 
information that doesn’t fit into these categories, create a new category!  You will come 
across these as you are reading and as you survey and look through new sources.  For 
example, I can think of a big idea that is already missing.  How did they treat the common 
cold in the 1800s?  What is the big idea there?  History! 

 
Let’s move on to the third part of the strategy so we can start taking notes. 

1. Ask: What does the “R” stand for?  Answer: Read [write this in]. 
2. Now that you have your questions, you can start to read.  This is where your headings will 

help you.  You can also use post-it notes to chunk the information. 
3. We are going to read to find the supporting details for our Big Ideas / Questions. We’ll take 

it one at a time. 
 
 
 
Model the Cause section. 

1. Ask: Can I have a volunteer to read the Cause section? 
2. Ask: Are we going to write down everything we see here?  No, we are going to put things in 

bulleted lists, short fragments, etc. 
 Caused by more than 200 different viruses; only need 1 to cause a cold 
 Rhino virus; Corona virus – cause 50% of all colds 



ICCSD Library Program July 29, 2010 Page 32 

 6 other viruses cause the rest 
 
Guided Practice 
Continue reading the sections of the Cold article and take notes on your note sheet 

 When students are finished, we will model them for the class and students can make 
changes. 

 [Use the document camera or overhead or SMARTboard] 
 
Assessment 
Observe students to see that Common Cold Note Sheets are filled in. 
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Science 7 Disease Research    Name: ______________________________ 
 
Blank Note Sheet – Common Cold   Teacher: ___________________Per. _____ 
 

Big Ideas / My Questions 
 

Supporting Details / My Notes 

  

  

  

  

  

  

 
Don’t forget your Bibliography! 
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Lesson 
Research Reading Strategies and Note-taking 
(Day 3 of Unit) 
(Lesson developed by Elizabeth Schau) 

 
Standard 
1: Uses a variety of reading 
comprehension strategies to 
understand informational text. 
 
2a: The learner accesses 
information efficiently and 
effectively. 
 
 
 
2b: The learner evaluates and 
extracts information critically 
and competently. 
 
2c: The learner uses 
information accurately, 
creatively, and ethically. 

Benchmark 
Is a competent and self-
motivated reader. 
 
 
Uses a variety of print and 
electronic tools to find 
information. 
 
 
 
Selects and records 
information relevant to the 
problem or question at hand. 
 
Practices ethical behavior with 
regard to information and 
information technology. 
 

Objective 
Reads to solve information 
needs. 
 
 
Uses resource-specific 
navigational features such as 
table of contents and index to 
location and access 
information. 
 
Identifies information relevant 
and essential to the 
information need. 
 
Observes copyright guidelines 
by recording sources using a 
standard format. 
 
Creates a properly formatted 
bibliography. 

 
Tools and Resources 

 Document Camera and/or SMARTboard 
 Diseases Encyclopedia Set (8 volumes) Bunch & Tesar (2006) 3rd Edition 
 Individual photocopies of topic articles (laminated, preferably) 
 Student Note Sheets and Bibliography 
 Bibliography Guides (class set) 

 
Anticipatory Set 
Yesterday we talked about strategies for reading and taking notes (SQR and Two-Column Notes).  
We also talked about Big Ideas and Supporting Details.  For your research, you are looking for 
descriptive information about your disease.  You will use this information to describe your disease 
to the rest of the class. 
 
 
Objective 
Today you will use the Diseases Encyclopedia to find an article on your topic.  You will use the 
Encyclopedia’s Index to find the article/articles on your topic.  You will use the SQR / Two Column 
Notes method we used yesterday to create your note sheet and then take notes.  You will also 
record the bibliographic information using an MLA handout.   
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Input / Modeling / Checking for Understanding 
[Hand out Student Note Sheets.  These are worth major points- do not lose them!] 
 
Each table should have a copy of one volume of the Diseases Encyclopedia.  There is an index in 
each volume.  I am going to use the index of this encyclopedia to see [Model using Document 
Camera]   

1. if there is a main article about my topic 
2. if there are any other articles relating to my topic 

 
Let’s use an example that no one has.  Let’s say I’m looking for information on Lupus.  I use the 
guide words at the topic to help me find the Ls and eventually Lupus.  There is more than one.   

1. Ask: Does that mean I have to look through each of these articles to find the one about 
Lupus?  Which one looks like it could be the Main Entry for Lupus in these encyclopedias?  
Answer: The Bold one.  Again, text clues to help you focus. 

2. Now look: there is a number, followed by a colon, followed by another number. 
Ask: What do you think that means?  Answer: The number of the volume, followed by the 
page number.  I need to write this down.  This tells me where my information is located. 

3. Ask: What do all of these other volumes and page numbers refer to? 
 
Guided Practice 
Work together.  Even though you have different topics, use the index to find your topics. 

1. You will be looking for the entry with a bold heading. 
2. It might tell you to look under another topic.   
3. Each table is responsible for knowing what volume and the page number of the article for 

each person. 
4. Write the information down on the front of your Note Sheets in the first box [model] 

 
Input / Modeling / Guided Practice 
When students have the information they need, hand out Encyclopedia article photocopies. 

1. Because there are only 8 volumes, we have to make photocopies of the articles.   
2. Please do not write on the articles or crinkle them or anything.  The next class will be using 

them. 
 
The first thing we are going to do is create the Bibliographic Entry for this article. 

1. Keep the copies of the encyclopedia on your table – you will need it for this. 
2. You will also need your Student Note Sheet. 

You should have the Bibliography Guide Sheet on your table as well.  Again, one per person, it is a 
class set, don’t keep it.   
 
 
The article you are about to read is from what is called a Specialized Encyclopedia. 

1. Ask: How is it different from something like World Book? 
2. So let’s collect the information we need for our Bibliography.  Look under Specialized 

Encyclopedia. 
3. Ask: What do we need first? 
4. Go through steps to filling it out [model using Document Camera or SMARTboard].   

 
This is now your source #1.  Any time you take notes from this source, you will label those as #1. 

1. Do you remember what we did yesterday?  We are going to start with SQR. 
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2. Ask: Survey means?  After looking through it, let’s write down the headings on your note 
sheet. 

3. Ask: What about Question?  What do we do?  Answer: Let’s clarify our Big Ideas.  Use your 
sheet from yesterday to define your terms.  And if we can think of other questions/big ideas, 
write those down as well.  

 
Guided Practice / Independent Practice 
Begin reading and taking notes. 

1. Use bullet points and short fragments to write down the important supporting details about 
that big idea 

2. If you encounter a new big idea, add it to the list at the bottom. 
3. Look at the page numbers at the bottom, if you run out of space, you can always cross things 

out and/or add more things. 
 
Assessment 
Observe students to see that Index Information is listed, Bibliography is completed, and Note Sheets 
are being filled in. 
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Science 7 Disease Research    Name: ____________________________________ 
 
Note Sheet – My Topic: _____________________  Teacher: ___________________ Per. _____ 
 

My Sources /  
Source Number 

Bibliographic Information 

1. Diseases 
Encyclopedia 

 
Vol: Page # 
____ : ____  

 

 
_____________________________________________________________ 
 
 _______________________________________________________ 
 
 _______________________________________________________ 
 

2. Book 
 

 
_____________________________________________________________ 
 
 _______________________________________________________ 
 
 _______________________________________________________ 
 

3. Teen Health and 
Wellness 
Subscription 
Database 

 

 
_____________________________________________________________ 
 
 _______________________________________________________ 
 
 _______________________________________________________ 
 

4. Web Site  
_____________________________________________________________ 
 
 _______________________________________________________ 
 
 _______________________________________________________ 
 

5. Web Site  
_____________________________________________________________ 
 
 _______________________________________________________ 
 
 _______________________________________________________ 
 

6. Image  
_____________________________________________________________ 
 
 _______________________________________________________ 
 
 _______________________________________________________ 
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Science 7 Disease Research     Name: ____________________________________ 
 
Big Ideas / My 
Questions 
 

Supporting Details / My Notes Page 
# 

Source 
# 

    

    

    

 
Don’t forget to indicate the Page number, the Source Number, and fill in the Bibliographic 
Information at the beginning! 
 

Page 1 of ______ 
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Science 7 Disease Research     Name: ____________________________________ 
 
Big Ideas / My 
Questions 
 

Supporting Details / My Notes Page 
# 

Source 
# 

    

    

    

 
Don’t forget to indicate the Page number, the Source Number, and fill in the Bibliographic 
Information at the beginning! 
 

 Page 2 of ______ 
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Science 7 Disease Research     Name: ____________________________________ 
 
Big Ideas / My 
Questions 
 

Supporting Details / My Notes Page 
# 

Source 
# 

    

    

    

 
Don’t forget to indicate the Page number, the Source Number, and fill in the Bibliographic 
Information at the beginning! 
 

Page 3 of ______ 
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Science 7 Disease Research   Name: ____________________________________ 
 
Note Sheet – My Topic: _____________________  Teacher: ___________________ Per. _____ 
 

Big Ideas / My 
Questions 
 

Supporting Details / My Notes Page 
# 

Source 
# 

    

    

    

 
Don’t forget to indicate the Page number, the Source Number, and fill in the Bibliographic 
Information at the beginning! 
 

     Page_____ of ______ 


